
ABSTRACT : Why do significant numbers of people engage in the unpaid helping activities known as volunteerism?
Drawing on motivations underlying human behaviour, Volunteer Function Inventory (VFI) was used. The study assess
the motivational functions of youth volunteers especially decisions about becoming a volunteer in the Nehru Yuva
Kendra Sangathan. Volunteerism is considered an important, and increasingly popular, mechanism for enabling young
people to not only engage in social issues and contribute to sustainable human development but also their own self-
development. The Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), an autonomous organization under the government is the
largest network of rural youth in the country for channelizing the power of youth on the principles of voluntarism, self-
help and community participation. The motivational profile of youth volunteers captured by Volunteer Function Inventory
revealed that ‘understanding’ was the most important function of motivation i.e. volunteering in NYKS for youth
volunteers was a way to gain knowledge about oneself and world, learn new skills and abilities. Understanding the
differentials in volunteer function for gender, age, educational level and family income of youth further highlighted the
context of the lives of youth. No difference was seen in the motivation across gender and family income. Interestingly
no difference in ‘career’ function across all age groups further highlighted the concern of livelihood issues dominating
the lives of youth volunteering with NYKS. Further, difference amongst volunteers of different educational level for
‘understanding’ function highlighted the difference in learning they sought due to their volunteering.
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